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THEY STILL 
See _ SVEN 
HANDEDLY THE RUMORS 
DISPATCHED 
A GROUP OF 
NOBUSERI 
OCCUPYING 
|\\ a Post TOWN. 








CAN | 
REALLY 
WIN THIS!? 


AND GIVEN 
SAJI-DONO 


NEVER EVEN 
MADE IT HERE, EES 
ITS VERY FEA 
:] ] PLAUSIBLE He’s 


FALLEN AT 
HER HAND 
AS WELL. 











IF | WERE TO 

DIE HERE AND 

NEVER RETURN: 
TO THE VILLAGE... 


THING ON 


THIS PLAN? <I iM 4 } é WHAT WOULD 
/ i 


BECOME OF ALL 
THE VILLAGERS 
WHO CAN'T MAKE 
THEIR ENDS 
MEET... 





FIGHT 
WITH A 


PINcER {I} 
attack! W 


BIG BRO, DIDN'T 
YOU SAY WE 
SHOULD ONLY 
USE THE PINCER 


AGAINST REALLY, 
REALLY STRONG 
OPPONENTS!? 





YOU WANNA 
USE A PINCER 
AGAINST A 
GIRL LIKE 






































> SHE'S GOOD, 
BIG BRO! 


SHE'S GUARDING 
AGAINST THE 
Wf] PINCER FROM 
BOTH BACK AND _/ 
FRONT, EH! u 


/ ae 
HIS TACTIC eer aa 


IS Likely TO te 


WHILE CUTTING {NG 
AT ME WITH THE 
OTHER AT THE | ff 














THE SPEED OF 
HIS MOVEMENTS 


His YOUNGER 
BROTHER CAN 


COULD HE MIX 
IN SOME 
SHURIKEN? 


IN THIS 
SITUATION, 
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YOURE THE 


ONE WHO HAS 
iL NOW! 


















































































































































































































































ta TRY HITTING 
~ J) ITE FOR sure! | Y THIS SPOT 
i \; | 


YOU CAN! 





if 
7 , ne 
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{ Come Back }| } 
\) Quick, ¢ 
\{ okayi? f] VAR 
‘\ _*. Wi 
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mM Hey, WHERE 
DID THOSE 
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HAPTER'2: THE ONE- EYED DRAGON'S 
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TO THINK 
YOU TOOK A 
WOMAN WITH 
YOU TO SUCH 


A WOMAN WAS 
WAITING FOR 


























THE ONLY CONCLU- TO SUCH AN g 
SION IS THAT KAMIYA- IMPORTANT 
MA HACHIRO-DONO MEETING... 


AND IKEDA TONAI- 

5 { DONO WERE KILLED 
BETWEEN LAST NIGHT 
AND THIS MORNING... 





WIDESPREAD = 
IN THE STREETS Ja 


WHO HAS SEEN 
AZUMI WITH HIS. 
OWN EYES IS 


KUROKAWA 
GENGO-DONO! 


o 
7 
\ ll 4 THE ONLY ONE 
' 
VG , 


AND WITH HER 
WAS A MAN WITH YES. 
A RED NOSE, 


| HAVE HEARD 
ABOUT THIS SKILLED 
YOUNG ASSASSIN 
GIRL, AZUMI, FOR 
THE FIRST TIME 
COMING HERE, 
BUT...THEY SAY THAT 
RUMORS ABOUT HER 


. AND STORIES ARE 


BECAUSE 
IKEDA TONAI- 
DONO, WHO SAW 
HER FACE, HAS 
PASSED ON, 





WE MUST 
DISCOVER 


NO MATTER 


DID ANYTHING HOW INSIGN- 
‘SUSPICIOUS IFICANT IT 


ARE THE FACES 
How MANY OF ANY OF US 
ENEMIES WHO STILL 
ARE THERE? JA BREATHE KNOWN 
TO THE ENEMY? 


YOU ARRIVED, OF YOUR 

RESTED AT THE JOURNEY | GENTLEMEN, 

INN, UP WHEN PLEASE TRY 
TO RECALL 


OR ANY PEOPLE YOU 

SAW WHO MAY HAVE 
BEEN SUSPICIOUS? DID 

, ANYONE STOP AND 
SPEAK WITH YOU? EVEN| 

PEOPLE AT THE INN! 










































































PREVIOUSLY, WHEN 
WE ACCOMPANIED 
TENKAI-SAMA, WE 
SAW HIM FROM 
NEARBY. 


BUT | THINK 
GETTING INSIDE 
THAT TEMPLE WILL 
BE HARD NOW, EVEN 
FOR us! 


Yes. SUGEN AND 


D6ZAN-SAMA, 
YOU KNOW 


| BOTH KNOW ; x )  Masamune’s 
FACE, RIGHT? 


Tee. 


| MUST CONFIRM IF 
THE ONE WHO 
CAME IS THE REAL 
ONE OR A BODY 
DOUBLE. 


AFTER ALL...FOR 
SUCH AN IMPORTANT 
MEETING... 


DATE 
MASAMUNE 
1S THE ONLY 

ONE | DID 
NOT SEE. 


I THINK THE 
ONE WHO 
CAME HERE 
IS THE TRUE 
DATE MASA- 
MUNE. 





Is HE...NOW 
SEEKING TO 
INCITE MORE 
REBELLIONS 


ARE ASSASSINS 
HERE TO KILL 


DATE 
MASAMUNE 
AND HIS MEN? 


RUMORS OF 
HIM INCITING 
REBELLIONS 
HAVE ARISEN 
ON COUNTLESS 
INSTANCES... 





| COULD EVEN FACE 


YAGYG_MUNENORI, 
ONO TADAAKI AND 


YAGYU HYGGONOSUKE! 


WHO ARE 
ALL IN THE 
SERVICE OF 
TOKUGAWA! 


DATE MasA- 
MUNE...AMONG 
THE FAMOUS MIL- 
ITARY COMMAND- 
ERS OF THE WAR- 
RING STATES 
PERIOD, HE 
SURVIVED UNTIL 
TODAY, AND EVEN 
NOW HE HAS A 
FIRM SOCIAL 
STATUS. 


AND IF DATE MASAMUNE 
HIMSELF WERE TO SAY HE 


DESIRES ME IN HIS SERVICE... 4 





















































THAT TOP 


YOU HAVE. DID 
YOU MAKE IT 
YOURSELF? 





WELL, SEEING YOU 
PLAYING WITH A 
TOP...1 JUST MADE 
ONE ON THE SPOT. 





YOU SEEM TO BE INA 
SITUATION WHERE YOU 
CAN’T BE SPOILED BY 


PEOPLE NOR EXPRESS @ 


YOUR FEELINGS 


yy 





You've 
BEEN 
DOING IT 
Kon wee THE MOMENTS WHEN 
A CHILD. YOU'RE ALONE, THAT 
5 IS WHEN YOUR HEART 
ACHES...YOU QUIETLY 
SUPPRESS IT INSIDE 
YOU...IT’S BECAUSE 
YOU HEAL YOUR 
HEART YOURSELF, 
IN SOLITUDE. 


WITH YOUR 
TOP... 
IT’S YOUR 
COMFORT 
IN SUCH 


MOMENTS, 


AND HIS 


BROTHER 5 
INO WAS A HACHIRG WAS 


SIMPLE AND REALLY A KIND 





THEM FOR 
A LONG 
TIME. 





I'M RELUCTANT 
TO KILL THOSE 
WHO COULD BE 
GOOD PEOPLE 
BUT... 


WHAT YOU DO, 
AZUMI, IS AN 
ACT WITH 
MEANING... 
SEVERING THE 
LIVES OF 
THOSE FEW 
TO SAVE 
THE LIVES 
OF MANY 
THOUSANDS! 


HYOSUKE-DONO, 
YOU KNEW SO 
MUCH OF 


IF WE DON’T, 
THEY'LL START A\ 
WAR. IF THAT 
HAPPENS, 
THOUSANDS OF 
INNOCENT 
PEOPLE WILL DIE 
AS CASUALTIES. 
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OUST LIke | 
THOUGHT...NO 
WAY DO THEY 
COME OUT OF 
THAT TEMPLE 
FOR A WHILE... 





EVERYTHING WILL 
HAVE BEEN FOR 
NAUGH IF WE FALL 
TO THE BLADES OF 
ASSASSINS WHILE 
RETURNING TO 
OUR HOMES! 


DO AS WE 
DECIDED 
WITH THE 
WOMAN. 


WHAT A PITY! 

SHE HAS SUCH 

AN INCREDIBLE 
Bopy! 


I'M NOT 
EVEN CLOSE 
TO BORED 
WITH HER, 

BUT. 





BEFORE 
WE RISE 
TO AC- 
TION! 


WE MUST 
KILL ALL 
OF THE 

ASSASSINS 
IN THIS 

LAND 





CHAPTER 3: 
A RIGHTEOUS MAN 





EVEN IF YOU 
SAY TO GO, | 
HAVE NO 
PLACE TO 
GO BACK 


YOU SAID 
TO LEAVE 


| WANT “THAT” 


$O BADLY... 
| WANT TO KILL 
I WANT TO GO THIS ANIMAL WITH 


WHAT DO | DO? 


BACK AND SMOKE MY BARE HANDS, 


BUT... 





| MUST 

GO BACK 
Al) AND SMOKE 
pei) = MORE OF 


"THAT"... 


WHAT IF THAT 
MAN SUSPECTS 
ME...?- 





WITH A SCHEME 
TO FOLLOW ME 
TO FIND OUT WHERE 
WE'RE ALL. 
LODGING... 


| WANNA GO 
BACK AND 
SMOKE 
“THAT’! 


AND EVEN 
TOBIZARU! 
IT'D SPARE US 
THE EFFORT 
OF 
SEARCHING 
FOR THEM 
LATER... 


Za 


—— 
SSS 


SS 


SH 


fi 


BUT MAYBE | 
SHOULD LEAD 
THEM BACK WITH ME... 
TO AZUMI-CHAN, GIVEN 
HOW STRONG SHE 
1s... 





IF THEY ALL 
ATTACKED THE 
INN AS ONE, 
EVEN AZUMI-CHAN 
WOULD BE... 


| HAVE TO 
GO IN THE 
OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION! 


NO! 
THAT 


j) Because DATE ISN'T 


MASAMUNE HAS RIGHT! 
ARRIVED, ALL 

OF THE OTHERS 

ARE GATHERED 


| CANNOT 
GO BACK TO 
THAT INN! 


WALKING 
AROUND HERE...EVEN 
IF HYGSUKE-SAN OR 
KAGARI FOUND ME, 

IT WOULD BE THE 

SAME... 





Hey, SHE'S 
COMING BACK il 


IT’S POSSIBLE SHE’S 
NOT ONE OF THE 
ASSASSINS... THAT 

SHE'S A WOMAN WITH 

NO PLACE TO RETURN. 





AZUMI, WHAT DO 
YOU THINK OF 
INFILTRATING THAT 
TEMPLE AND 
LAUNCHING A 
SURPRISE 





THIS IS. 
MIYAMOTO, 
May | 
COME IN? 





AND GIVEN THE No. WE HAVE 
NUMBER OF NINE REMAINING 


SHINOBI, THEY ff TARGETS, BUT 
MAY HAVE TRAPS WE HAVE NO 


ON THE GROUNDS. J IDEA IF THERE 
ARE OTHERS. 


AND MORE 
THAN ANY- 
THING ELSE, 
| WANT TO 
KNOW THE 
FACES OF THE 
REMAINING 
TARGETS! 











THEREFORE, | AM NOT 
A MAN INVOLVED IN 
ANY WAY WITH WHATEVER 
YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO 
ACCOMPLISH. 


AND | CAME TO 
LEARN THAT DATE 
MASAMUNE HAS 
ARRIVED IN THIS 
LAND PERSONALLY. 


anlage: 


IT GOES WITH- 
OUT SAYING 
THAT | AM SOME- 
ONE WHO IS NOT 
RELATED IN ANY 
WAY TO SOME 
NOBLE FAMILY. 


HOWEVER, SOME 
TIME AGO, | 
HAPPENED TO 
OVERHEAR A 
CONVERSATION 
IN THE INNER 





| DARE TO 
MAKE THIS 
REQUEST! 


SO | THOUGHT 
LONG AND HARD 
OF WHAT YOUR 
MISSION MUST 
BE AND NOW... 


LL NOT 
BUSY My- 
SELF WITH 
YOUR 
MISSION. 


CAN YOU TELL 
ME WHERE DATE 
MASAMUNE IS 
SOJOURNING? 


IT OUGHT TO 
BE A SECRET, BUT 
| KNOW YOU 
ARE AWARE OF 





| HOPE 
THAT YOU 
UNDERSTAND. 


IT WOULD 
BE A TRUE 


IF | COULD MEET 
A MILITARY 
COMMANDER, DATE 
MASAMUNE-DONO- 
WOULD BE THE ONE | 
WOULD WANT TO 
MEET AT ALL COSTS. 


a Do You WisH 


TO SERVE 
UNDER DATE- 


TO RECEIVE 
SUCH AN 
INVITATION 
FROM DATE 
MASAMUNE- 


WE CAME HERE BECAUSE 
OUR MISSION IS TO 
DEAL WITH A GROUP OF 
MEN PLANNING A 
REBELLION, WITH DATE 
MASAMUNE AS THEIR 





IT's FINE. 
MUSASHI-DONO 
HAS ALREADY 
WORKED IT ALL 


OUT HIMSELF. 





WILL NOW 
BECOME 
ONE OF 

OUR ENEMIES? 






BUSY YOUR- 
SELF WITH |} 





aS 
Zs 


Dil@. aay 


L, 
MusAsHI!! 

AFTER | TOOK 
THE WAY OF THE 
SWORD AS MY 
PATH IN LIFE, | 
FACED COUNT- 
LESS MASTERS 
OF WAR, EVEN 
TAKING THEIR 
LIVES, BUT... 






















































HOWEVER, IF 
4 YOU WERE GRANTED 









AND WE WOULD 


SERVICE, YOU'D 
valle Loera: BECOME DATE’S 
RETAINER, 


MUSASHI-SAMA, 


WOULD IT NOT 
BE OBVIOUS 
WE'D HAVE TO 
FIGHT ONE 
ANOTHER? 


THE WARRING 
STATES MILITARY 


WERE | FORTUNATE COMMANDER, 


ENOUGH TO GO THERE FAMED THROUGHOUT 
AND BE MADE HIS ALL THE 


NATION...DATE 
MASAMUNE... 





1 DO NOT THINK HE 
WOULD BE A MAN WHO 
WOULD USE ME, MU- 
SASHI, AS AN ASSASSIN 
TO KILL You!! 


AND | TOO, | DO . 

NOT HAVE WHAT 

IT TAKES TO BE aq THE GREAT 
EMPLOYED AS (4 COMMANDER 
AN ASSASSIN!! P DATE MAsA- 


MUNE WOULD 
NOT BE A 
MAN OF THAT 
CALIBER! 


Do you 
NOT 
UNDER- 
STAND 
MINE AS 








PLEASE TELL 
MUSASHI-DONO 
WHERE THAT 
TEMPLE IS. 


A-AZUMI! WHAT. 
ARE YOU SAYING 


| BELIEVE THAT 

MUSASHI-DONO’S 
WORDS ARE 
TRUTHFUL! 


VV 


DIN 





THOSE MEN 
WOULD ALL 
rope . WONDER HOW 
AND $0 KNEW 
ON! DATE Masa- 
MUNE WAS 
THERE! 


THEY'D TRY TO 
GET HIM TO GIVE 
THEM THIS INFORM- 
ATION! 


IF MUSASHI- 
SAMA WENT 
TO THAT 
TEMPLE... 


THEY'D DISCOVER 
MUSASHI KNOWS 
US, AND THIS INN! 


JUST WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
DO IF SUCH 
A SITUATION 
AROSE? 








syyyil 
4)! 


(WILL ANSWER a 
WITH FIDELTY TO \ ASA 
YOUR FIDELTY MAN OF 
FOR HAVING < <<, PRINCI- 
GIVEN ME THIS = x ! 
INFORMATION!! : 


















































































































9 | CAN ONLY 
pm OFFER THAT. 


Se 


MUSASHI-SAMA HYOSUKE-DONO, 
1S ALRIGHT! | PLEASE GUIDE 
BELIEVE HIM! MUSASHI-SAMA 

THERE! 





HyOsUKE- 
DONO, 
PLEASE... 


| BELIEVE 
IN MUSASHI- 





| DON’T THINK IT WAS 
YOUTHFUL PURITY AND 
INNOCENCE THAT 
MADE HER BELIEVE ME... 





‘SAW THROUGH 
ME, TO THE 
BOTTOM OF 


AND PRIN- 
CIPLES OF 





IT’S OBVIOUS 
THAT HE’S GONNA 
BRING OUR LIVES AS A 
PRESENT TO DATE 
MASAMUNE TO 
GAIN HIS FAVOR!! 


Po 


MUSASHI’S GOAL 
IS THE SERVICE 


WHAT A 
MYST- 

ERIOUS 
GIRL... 


THERE SHOULD 
BE A LIMIT 
TO YOUR 
CREDULITY, 
AZUMIE 





RIVALRY 
TOWARDS 


BUT IN THE 
CASE OF DATE 
MASAMUNE, 
HE CAN 


- 
¢ 


WHY IS SUCH A 
FAMOUS MAN 
LIkE MUSASHI 
IN NO MAN'S 
SERVICE 


IT MEANS 

HE CAN’T 

JUST BE A 
SAMURAI FOR 
ANY COMMON 





Aq) aii 


WE MAY 
END UP 
FIGHTING 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI! 








| WE HAVE NO 
PL PROF you are 
ig TRULY MIYA- 
MOTO 
MUSASHI- 


ISSuE 
1S... 


OF THESE PEOPLE.. a THERE 
AND THAT YOU MAY bay ARE ONLY 


A FEW 
VERY WELL KNOW SUSPECT PEOPLE 


WHO MAY 


WHERE THEY ARE! YOU ARE 


A CLOSE Now 
FRIEND SUSPECT 
THAT DATE 
MASAMUNE- 
DONO Is 
IN THIS 





OUR TALK 
WILL BEGIN We’LL 
THERE. BEGIN 
WITH YOU 
TELLING 
US THEIR 
WHERE- 
ABOUTS. 











LOCATION, 
AND HOW 


MANY THEY 
NUMBER!? 





| AM AFRAID 


IN THAT CASE, 
WE CANNOT 


FULFILL YOUR 
REQUEST! 


/ SQ 


WX 


0), 
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NS 
MUSASHI WILL Na. 


TELL THEM 
ABOUT THIS 


AND THEY'LL 
COME AND 
ATTACK us! 


LL REQUEST THE 
MONKS AROUND HERE 
TAKE TURNS WATCHING 
THE INN. 


| THINK IT’S BEST 
THEY HAVE ONLY 
US AS THE GUESTS 
FOR NOW. 


ID Like 
FOR THOSE 
WHO RUNN 
THIS INN TO 
COOPERATE 

WITH US. 





TELL US AS MUCH 
AS YOU CAN ABOUT 
THE STRATEGIES 


I WILL NOT COMPLY WITH 
YOU DISMISSING ME OF 
YOUR OWN DISCRETION, 

ABE KURANDO-DONO. 





AND | I WANT YOU TO CONVEY 
EXPECT A TO DATE MASAMUNE 
RESPONSE THAT MIYAMOTO 
FROM HIM! MUSASHI HIMSELF 

HAS ARRIVED! 


7 ARE THE 
ISN'T TELLING US WHILE TO THINK THAT 
x WHO HAS LOCATIONS 


YOU THRUST YOUR OWN 


DEMANDS IN OUR THIS INFOR- AND NUMBERS 


) Row, MOST: A] 


ex A jt} | 


IT's quire 
By scirisi on 
YOUR PART. 





I THINK 
DaTe 
MAsAM- 
UNE- 


PLEASE. | WOULD 
RATHER HEAR A 
RESPONSE FROM 

DATE MASAMUNE- 


HAVE YOUR HANDS COMPLETE- 
LY FULL WITH YOUR ENEMIES 
AND IT SEEMS THAT YOU DO 
NOT HAVE ANY 
TIME TO SPARE TO THINK 
ABOUT OTHERS, BUT... 


| CAN NOT THINK 
THAT HE IS A NAR- 
ROW-MINDED MANWHO 
WOULD ORDER ME TO 
GO AWAY IF | DID NOT 
TELL HIM WHAT HE 





OUR COMR- 

ADES LEFT 

THIS PLACE, 
RETURNED TO 
THEIR INNS, 


THEY GUIDED IN OTHER WORDS, 
YOU HERE, THE ENEMY KNOWS 
Musasul- ALL ABOUT THIS 

DONO. TEMPLE AS IT IS. 


Bur sINcE 
THEY ARE 
NOT 
COMING, 


THAT MEANS 
THE ENEMY 
TAILED THEM. 


IF THE ENEMY HAD 
THE NUMBERS, THEY 
COULD HAVE 
SURROUNDED THIS 
TEMPLE AND 
ATTACKED US 
RIGHT OUT. 


Is A SMALL, 
ELITE SQUAD WITH 
VERY FEW 
MEMBERS, 
INCLUDING A 
YOUNG GIRL 
NAMED AZUMI. 











MUSASHI-SAMA, WHY ARE 
YOU INVOLVED WITH 
THEM...? 



































MIYAMOTO 


\ Musasui! 


are e 
¥ 
} 


IT Is AN 
HONOR TO HAVE 
AN AUDIENCE 
WITH YOU! 





VM TERRIBLY 
SORRY, WE 
FORBADE ANY 
FROM SPEAKING 
OF IT, BUT 
SOMEHOW WORD 
REACHED 
‘MASAMUNE- 
SAMA’S EARS! 
AND HE SAID 7 yg 
"MUSASHI-SAMA 
s HERE! | 
‘MUST MEET 
WITH HIM 
MYSELF!” 


I'VE HEARD RUMORS 
ESPECIALLY OF INE TS 
THE ONE WITH ! 
SASAKI 
KouiRo! 


THERE IS 
‘A WHOLE 
‘MOUNTAIN 
OF THINGS 
I WANT TO 
ASK You! 





IT's TOO LATE... 

SOMETHING MAY 
HAVE HAPPENED 
TO HATSUNE- 


HE DOESN'T KNOW KAGARI-DONO 
THAT INN, $0 IT'S COULDN'T STAY 
JUST A WASTED A _CALM AND WENT: 
| TO LOOK FOR HER, 
BUT... 





TLL BE 
FINE. IT’S 
DARK OUT. 


| WON'T 
BE SEEN. 


We CAN ONLY 
WAIT FOR 
THAT'S HyOsuKe’s 


ALL WE |\_ INFORMATION. i 


Down To 
THE BEACH. 
By THE | ff 
COAST. 








THERE'S SO MUCH FISH AND 
SHELLFISH THAT'S ALL FRESHLY 
CAUGHT! | WONDER IF IT’S 
ALRIGHT TO HAVE SUCH 
LUXURIES! HAHAHAHA! 





HE SAID NOT TO GO 
INTO THE TEMPLE Pes WATT. 
UNTIL HE CONTACTS : 


DRESS. WEARING 
A KATANA... 





TELL ME 
‘SHE'S THE 
SHOGUNATE 
ASSASSIN! 


THAT AZUMI 

KUROKAWA 

GENGO WAS 
TALKING ABOUT! 


AND HE SAID DIDN'T HE 
SHE WAS A REALLY THERE WERE SAY SHE 
PRETTY YOUNG GIRL! ) — RUMORS SHE DRESSED 
VANQUISHED WEIRDLY? 

‘A LOAD OF 

NOBUSERI 

ON HER 
OWN! 


BUT ASSASSINS 
‘SHOULDN'T KNOW HE SAID SHE 
A THING ABOUT US. y) AI COULD ALMOST 
BE My AGE! 





| THINK YOU'RE 
WRONG! | BET 
THE ASSASSINS 


AHI sHe’s 
COMING 
THIS WAY! 


‘SHE COULD 
REALLY BE 
Azumit 





TRAVELLING LeT’s AcT 
STREET FOR NOW! 
PERFORMERS! 











| THOUGHT YOU 
WERE LOCAL 





FISHERMEN, 
BUT IT SEEMS 
| WAS WRONG. 


WE'RE WANDERING 
STREET 
PERFORMERS, 
YOU See! 


AND YOU... YOU'RE OWH...60 YOU 
A WOMAN, BUT YOU DO ACROBATICS 
DRESS FUNNY AND ‘AND THE LIKE? 
WEAR A KATANA? 


BUT I'M EMPLOYED 
NOW, SO | CAN'T 
GO TOURING ABOUT: 


ANYMORE! 


HELP YOURSELF! PLENTY 
OF FRESH-CALIGHT FISH 
AND SHELLFISH HERE! 








IT’S REALLY Goop! 
THE SEASONING IS 
WONDERFUL! THIS 
SOUP IS DELICIOUS! 


A WANDERING LIFE 
IS A HARD ONE, BUT 
IF YOU ALL HAVE ONE 
ANOTHER, YOU CAN 
REST A BIT EASIER. 





FRIENDS ARE A 
WONDERFUL 
THING TO HAVE! 


CAN HAVE! 





IT WAS DARK, BUT 7 F a 
I'M CERTAIN. SHE WHATI? HATSUNE-SAN 
WAS CARRIED IN BY I Z WAS BROUGHT TO 


YAMANAKA , 
Tr . 
GENZABURO B HAT TEMPLE! 


‘SHIRAISHI 
KINSUKE 
FROM THE 
GATE AT 
THE BACK. 


WAS SHE 


| THINK THEY 
PUT HER UNDER 
AS NOT TO 


CAUSE A — 


I'M THE ONE WHO 
LOST TRACK OF I'M SORRY. 
YAMANAKA GENZABU- IT WAS MY 
RO AND SHIRAISHI MISTAKE. 
KINSUKE WHEN THEY 
LEFT THE TEMPLE... 





We've 
FOUND 
HATSUNE. 


SY 


Gj 


pe 
AS 
























































THEYRE STAYING 
IN THAT FIRST- 
RATE INNI 
DAMN ASSASSINS. 


SHOULD WE 


REAL MESS IF Prete LET'S INFORM 

THEY SUSPECT MANY THEY MASTER THAT 

YOU OF , ‘ARE? WE'VE LOCATED 
ANYTHING! ° xy 6 THE INN! 


INFORMING 
MASTER IS 
OUR TOP 
PRIORITY! 





WAS TOO 
DANGEROUS 
RIGHT NOW! 


OUR MISSION SUPERSEDES EVEN 
THE LIVES OF OUR COMRADES! 
IT’S TO KILL THE TARGETS, 
BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE! 


YOU WERE 
THE ONE 


hy WHO SAID 
Af INFILITRATING 
THE TEMPLE 


YOU SHOULD 
KNOW THIS. 
WELL, AZUMI! 





CHAPTER 5: 
NIGHT ATTACK | 





HATSUNE’S 
BEEN TAKEN 
TO THEIR 


MEDICINE 
Bae SHUNTIRO 


AROUND THIS I'M SORRY 
TIME... HATSUNE Dei) TO Have 
SHOULD BE CONSUMED KEPT IT 
WITH PAIN FROM NEEDING D FROM YOU... 
2 





} THIS TIME, I'VE 
IF MASAMUNE- % Py MADE SURE 
SAMA KNEW i i NOTHING REACHES 
ABOUT THIS 5 THE EARS OF OUR 





IF SHE WERE 
, A MAN, HE'D 
ALLOW WHATEVER 
TORTURE WAS 
NECESSARY. 


So, Is NoT Ya 
THAT THIS 


BUT RATHER 
THAT SHE'S 
SUFFERING 


Now, ABOVE 
ALL ELSE, WE 
MUST KNOW 
THE NUMBERS 
AND WHERE- 
ABOUTS OF 


4 OUR FOES. 





“OPIUM" IS NOT} 


SOMETHING 


THIS PROVES THAT 


THe paugHTer SHE'S NOT THE 


OF A 
MERCHANT 
FAMILY 


COULD OBTAIN IN 
THESE PARTS, AND 
CERTAINLY NOT IN 

THE QUANTITIES TO 


YOU'LL BE IN IF YOU REMAIN 

SILENT, WE 
MORE AND MORE ! 

WON'T EVEN 
PAIN, UNTIL YOU 

NEED TO 
pee TORTURE A 
BEAR IT. silly 


Wy) Come Now! 

(TALK AND 

RELIEF WILL 
come! 


DAUGHTER OF A 
MERCHANT FAMILY 
WHO WAS SOLD AS A 
PROSTITUTE DUE TO 
SOME KIND OF DEBT, 


IF YOU SPEAK, 
YOU'LL RETURN 
TO THE INN 
WHERE YOUR 
COMRADES ARE 
AND SMOKE 

ALL YOU WANT. 





Bill 

ANNI 
ANIL 
HNINE 


AND WE'RE LISTEN! THE 

GOING TO SYMPTONS 
WILL WORSEN 
GRADUALLY! 


Ih 


BY) IF YOU DON'T 


\\ WILL TORTURE 
“4 YOU. 








THE DISCIPLES | TOOK WITH 
ME MET A YOUNG GIRL 
CALLED AZUMI BY CHANCE! 
THEY FOLLOWED HER AND 
FOUND THE PLACE OUT! 





LIFE WOULD 
BE IN DANGER. 














IF WE ALL 


WENT OUT IT’S NOT CERTAIN 


THE ENTIRE ENEMY 
GROUP IS INSIDE 
THAT INN. 


| THINK THERE’S NO 
OPTION BUT TO 
DIVIDE IN ONE 
GROUP WHO WILL 
PROTECT THE LORD 
AND ONE WHO WILL 
ATTACK THAT INN. 





BUT IF WE SPLIT 
INTO TWO GROUPS, 
WE'LL ONLY HAVE 
FIVE OR SIX MEN TO 
CARRY OUT THE 
SURPRISE ATTACK. 


TEN OF MY OWN 
FOLLOWERS 
WITH Me! 


BROUGHT 
SOME 
WITH ME, 


PLEASE LET US 
HANDLE THE 
SURPRISE ATTACK! 


THEN, THE ATTACK GROUP WILL BE 
COMPOSED OF SHIRAISHI KINSUKE- 
DONO, YAMANAKA GENZABURG-DONO 
AND...KUROKAWA GENGO-DONO WHO 
KNOWS AZUMI’S FACE. 


AND ALSO KGSAKA 
GUNJI-DONO, WHOSE 
FOLLOWERS DISCOVERED 
THE INN! 





| HAVE NO IDEA WHICH 
BUILDING HATSUNE-SAN 
IS BEING INSIDE! 











--FOUR YOUNG PEOPLE WHO LOOKED LIKE 
STREET PERFORMERS ENTERED THE 
TEMPLE. ONE OF THEM IS A WOMAN AND 
ANOTHER ONE YOU COULD SAY WAS STILL 
A CHILD. 


IT’S UNUSUAL 
FOR PEOPLE 
LIKE THAT TO 
ENTER IN THE 
DEAD OF NIGHT 
FOR JUST 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


FOLLOWERS OF WE MUST THINK 
OUR TARGETS THAT THERE IS 

WHOSE FACES I'VE A NUMBER OF 
NEVER SEEN... 





WE DON'T 
HAVE THE 
LUXURY OR 
TIME TO MAKE 
SUCH DISTIN- 
CTIONS! 


THE LIGHTS 
ARE ONLY ON 
IN THAT ONE 


WHO KNOWS. 

Rm KNOW HOW. THERE COULD 
BE OTHER 

GUESTS, TOO. 


Ne 4 
reratbal™ 


WE CAN'T HELP 
BUT KILL 
EVERYONE! 








IN ANY 
PLAN, THE 
DIVISION OF 
ROLES IS 
VITAL! 


IF WE ABONDONED IT 
WILLINGLY AND AFTER 
ATTACKING EVEN ONE SINGLE 
PERSON ENDED UP ESCAPING, 
WHAT WOULD WE DO!?- 


IF THE ENEMY MASTER, WE 


NEVER COMES WANT TO ATTACK @ 


FLEEING DOWN THE INN AS 
THIS ROAD... 


WE'LL END UP JUST 
STAYING HIDDEN HERE, 
DOING NOTHING TO 
HELP! 


CUTTING OFF 
THE ENEMYS 
ESCAPE ROUTE 
1S OUR ROLE 
FOR Now! 





LOWERING 
OUR 


THE CHANCES 
THEY'LL USE THIS 
ROAD IS VERY 


THERE ARE MANY IN 
THAT SURPRISE ATTACK. 
SEEING THEY'RE NO 
MATCH, THE ENEMY 
COULD PUT THEIR 
HEARTS AND SOULS 
INTO FLEEING! 


BESIDES THAT GIRL 
AZUMI...HOW MANY 
ENEMIES WILL 
THERE BE..? 





I'M GLAD THAT | COULD 
HAVE THE INN STAFF, 
THE MONKS AND 
KAGARI-DONO RETREA 
BEFOREHAND, BUT. 


AFTER ALL, IT’S 
MY MISSION TO 
IDENTIFY THE 
TARGETS TO 


IF | SEE A 
TARGET, I'LL 
LET YOU 


CONCERN 
YOURSELF 
WITH ME. 


I'M SORRY FOR 
HAVING BEEN 
LATE IN MAKING 
YOU RUN AWAY, 
HYGSUKE-DONO. 





g [TSFINE IF YOU a4 
Vu perenp $= WANT YOU TO LOOK ONLY AT FOREGO SEARCHING " 
YOU TILL THE = (mm VE MY SIDE AND {if FOR OUR TARGETS. 


ME, DON’T LEA\ 
-) MOVE QUICKLY BEHIND ME! 





Sy, 
=~ er 
We HAVE TO CUT DOWN 


7 al Ry 
‘ALL THE SHINOB! WHO F abd THE MONKS WL Have TO \ 
CAME HERE, TARGETS ; 
INCLUDED! FOR OUR NEXT LODGING 
TO NOT BE DISCOVERED 
AND FOR Lis NOT TO 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT ME. 
JUST ACT INDEPENDENTLY. 
I'LL HIDE IN THE DARKNESS 
AND TRY TO FLEE TO 
THE NEXT INN! 


; \ No! siNcE 
IMPOSSIBLE i j THEY RE 
TO ESCAPE J SHINOBI, 
WITHOUT DARKNESS 
FIGHTING! YEN WILL BE 
THEIR 





EVERYTHING 


WILL BE FINE! 4X 


TLL PROTECT 
YOU TO THE 
END! HAVE 
NO DOUBT! 


DON'T LEAVE MY 
SIDE AND FOLLOW 
Me! 


ula W, 
My, 


IF you DIE, ITLL 
BE THE END FOR US! 
WE DONT HOW TE 

FACES OF OUR 
TARGETS! 










































CHAPTER 6: PROTECTION 









































E> IF..WHILe ) 
DEFENDING 


THIS MAN...IS A 
TARGET AS WELL! 
SHIRAISHI 
KINSUKE! 


Is THAT 
sol? 





WITH THE | 
ONES ON THE “Si 


AND JUDGING BY 

THEIR ABILITIES... 

| RATHER DOUBT 
ANY OF THEM WERE 
SHINOBI CHIEFTAINS. 


IT’S MORE 
IMPORTANT TO. 
RETREAT 
RIGHT NOW! 


THERE 
DIDN'T SEEM 
TO BE ONE 
IN CHARGE 
OF THOSE ON 
THE SECOND 


IT’S FINE, 
HYGSUKE- 





I CAN'T REALLY = ag 
DISCERN VERY 7 
WELL RIGHT Te rad 
NOW 1S IN THE 


LET'S HURRY f ¥ ff Lj 

AND WITHDRAW gaps 

TO ue NeXT {f 6 
LOCATION! 





MASTER...NOT 
EVEN THE A SINGLE ONE 
NOISES HAVE OF THEM IS 
STOPPED! IT’S COMING! 
BEEN QUIET 
HERE FOR A 
WHILE! 


OR MAYBE THE pore 
ENEMYS BEEN Tey ARNT 
COMPLETELY 


GOING TO USE 
2 
MREE AT f THIS ROUTE 
TO TRY AND 
ESCAPE? 


i - BECAUSE WE 
SO MAYBE INVADED FROM THE 
KUROKAWA-DONO, i ROAD RIGHT AT THE 
YAMANAKA-DONO 5 FRONT SIDE...IF THE 
AND SHIRAISHI-DONO ENEMY TOOK FLIGHT, 
HAVE COMPLETELY THEY WOULD HAVE 
ANNIHILATED THE \ ONLY THIS ROAD... 





LET'S GO 
CHECK! 


IND 


= 
a 














YOU TWO TURN 


THAT CORNER, 
AND KEEP RUNNING 
FOR A WHILE! 
MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR 
FOOTSTEPS 
DISTANT! 








1 SAW 
IT ALL! 


AZUMI, 
YOU'RE TOO 
‘STRONG! 


VM NO 
MATCH FOR 


SO PLEASE 
SPARE MY 

LiFe! | BEG 
OF You! 





You've 
ALREADY 
KILLED SO 
MANY OF 
us 


I'LL ADVISE 
DATE MASAMUNE- 
SAMA OF THIS! 


PLEASE! AT 
LEAST SPARE 
My LIFE! 


YOU DON'T HAVE ANY 


IF THERE'S 
REASON TO KILL US, NO REBE- 


LLION.... 





| CANNOT 
IMAGINE YOU 
ALONE CAN 

STOP A 
REBELLION. 


f LOOK AT ME! A 
SD MONE SHINOBI CHIEFTAIN! 
THAN ME! AND MORE, I'M THROWING AWAY 


‘A WOMAN!! BEGGING MY PRIDE AND 
FOR My LIFE! EVERYTHING! 


| BEG 


OF You! DON'T TELL ME 


YOU'D KILL SOMEONE 
IN A STATE LIKE 








GENZABURG-DONO 
AND...SHIRAISHI 


KINSUKE-DONO AS 
WELL...HAVE BOTH 
BEEN KILLED... 








MASTER! WHERE 
IS THE ENEMY!? 








| DON'T THINK 
ANYONE ELSE 


95 
zz 
38 
a4 
oP 

t 

= 





YOUR VISION AT 
NIGHT IS QUITE 
ASTOUNDING, 
Hy6sukE! 
IMPRESSIVE! 


HYOSUKE-DONO, 
SOME BLOODS 


STILL ON YOUR 
FACE THERE. 











YOU RISKED YOUR 
LIFE 


TO 
SS PROTECT MINE! 


IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL | 
PROTECT YOU, 
Hy6suke- 





























GIVING UP 
OUR UP- 
RISING!? 


CONSIDERING OUR 
CHANCES OF WINNING 
NOW, THIS GAMBLE IS 
EVEN MORE LOPSIDED 

THAN BEFORE. 


TRUE THAT WE 
HAVE LOST 
SEVEN OF OUR 
COMRADES, BUT... 





DEAD CHIEFS GIVE UPI? 




















































































































WOULD THE SHINOBI CLANS 
OF THE VILLAGES OF THEIR 


























THEIR RAGE 
WILL REALLY 
| BELIEVE BOIL OVER 
OUR POWER TOWARD 
WILL INCREASE THE SHOGUN- 
AS A RESULT! i Ate! 








oe 


My 


THEY LL BE 
ENERGIZED WITH 
THE RAGE THEY 

FEEL FOR 

THE DEATHS 

OF THEIR 

CHIEFTAINS! 





He 
‘naam 


ee SAT TATT AE RA 
cD al 


DISCIPLES OF 


THEY HAVE STRUGGLED 
ON IMPROVING THEIR SHI- 
NOBI SKILLS WHOLEHEART- 

EDLY AND DILIGENTLY!! 


THEY'VE 
DISTING- 
AND | WANT GUISHED 
THEM ON A THEMS- 
VITAL MISSION A) exes 
FOR you! tue h 
VILLAGE! uh 


AFTER 
BEING BORN 
SHINOBI 


Lis fi) 





THEY STRONGLY DESIRE TO... 
RISK THEIR LIVES IN A MISSION TO 
TRY TO CHANGE SOCIETY!! 


THAT IS WHY, 
EVEN IF THEY 
GIVE THEIR 
LIVES IN THIS 
REBELLION, 

















“A 


THROWING AWAY 
THEIR SHINOBI 
PRIDE, THEY LL 
USE THEM FOR 
PALTRY ENETER- 
TAINMENT! 








u THEY LL 


HAVE NO 
CHANCE TO 
USE THEIR 
SKILLS AS 

THEY 









































THE TOKUGAWA 
HAVE TOLD US TO 
PERISH BY 
STARVATION... 


AND DESPITE 
THEIR BRAVERY 
AND THEIR: 
DILIGENCE, 


NO MATTER 
THE EFFORTS 
THEY MAKE, 


ALREADY 
THEY HAVE 
REACHED THE 
POINT WHERE 
THEY CANNOT 
EVEN EAT 
A SIMPLE: 
MEAL OF 





PLEASE MAKE A 
SOCIETY WHERE WE 
‘SHINOBI CAN 
LIVE AGAIN! 


WE FIGHT TO TAKE 
q |) BACK THE WHOLE COUNTRY 
i) D FROM THE ACCURSED 


TOKUGAWA! 


WOULD FORCE THE EVEN IF WE DO NOT 
TOKUGAWA TO LIVE GO AS FAR AS TO 
IN FEAR FOREVER! = fl__—kILL SHOGUN HIDETADA, 
THROWING THE SHOGUN'S 
INNER CIRCLE INTO 





ALL OF THE LORDS OF COUNTRY 
AND PEOPLE LIKE US, WHO HAVE 


BEEN OPPRESSED BY TOKUGAWA, 
WHO HAVE BEEN FORFEITED 
THEIR OWN DOMAINS AT THE 

POINT OF A SWORD, AND EVEN 

THE TEN THOUSAND RONIN WHO 

HAD THEIR PENSIONS CUT OFF 
AND THEIR PRIDE DESTROYED... 






a 


eo 










bs 
. l 
[ WORDS | SAID 
BEFORE! 





YOUR STRONG 
DETERMINATION... 
HAS REACHED MY 











WE MUST 
DISCOVER 

HOW MANY 
ENEMIES 


WE HAVE HERE. 
THE ONES WHO 
HAVE KILLED SO 
MANY OF US IN 
THIS LAND! 


THEN FIRST 
OF ALL, 





THERE COULD BE MORE ‘ 
THAN TEN OF THEM. THE YAMANAKA AND 
PERHAPS AS MANY SHIRAISH| GROUPS WERE 
AS TWENTY PEOPLE. i COMPLETELY WIPED OUT, SO 
\ MY SUSPICION OF FIVE OR 
‘SIX PEOPLE WAS LIKELY 
MISTAKEN. 



































| f 
H i z Mi |) 
Is THE YOUNG GIRL, THE ) Zz 8. Wi y 


ASSASSIN AZUMI. THIS 


5 MEANS SHE IS ASTONISHINGLY 


ADEPT WITH THE BLADE. 


INCLUDING 
AZUMI, THERE 
ARE TWO 


y) WOMEN AND 


THREE MEN. 
FIVE IN 


THE ONE WHO 
UTTERLY 
ANNIHILATED 
THE ONES 
ATTACKING THE 





AS SOMEONE WITH 
A STRONG INTEREST 
IN THE PATH OF 
BATTLE, | WAS 
INTRIGUED BY 
AZUMI'S ABILITY. 
THAT IS WHY | 
APPROACHED THEM. 


AND TO KEEP 
MY OWN IN 


HEARD THAT... 
THIS ASSASSIN 
KNOWN AS 
AZUMI...IS 
QUITE A 
YOUNG GIRL. 


THE FACT | BECAME 
ACQUAINTED WITH 
THEM IS BECAUSE | 
SAW AZUMI KILLING 
SOME OF YOUR 
COMRADES BY 
PURE CHANCE. 


| HAVE 
REMAINED SILENT 
TO THIS POINT 
BECAUSE OF 
AZUMI'S FAITH 
IN ME... 


BUT...AS ABE 
KURANDO-DONO 
SAID, THIS WAS 

NAUGHT BUT 

SELFISHNESS 

ON MY PART. 





A aE eg 
ie 


NN 


ARE YOU SAYING, 
MUSASHI-DONO, 
THAT THIS YOUNG GIRL 
POSSESES SUCH QUALI- 
TIES...THAT YOU CAN 
HAVE FAITH IN ONE 
ANOTHERI? 





Yes! ......AZUMI IS DATE 
MASAMUNE-SAMA’S 
ENEMY, BUT...TO ME SHE 
IS A FENCER WHO HAS 
SUCH A “HEART”, 


TO THE POINT 
I'D SAY THAT 
HER HAVING IT 
IS TRULY 
REGRETTABLE! 




























































































OUTSIDE. 











A KID AND 
A WOMANI? 


Wy 
> 
~S 


“Se 








) BIG SISTER! 
THIS GUY IS 
STRONG! 


Zt Bie n\/VV 





TWO OF US 
CAN'T CUT IT! 
LET'S CALL 
THE OTHERS! 


kt a d, 


MEMORIZE 
HIS FACE? 

















RIGHT! 
HE WASN'T 
$0 STRONG 
AFTER ALL! 


MOICHI AND 
HIKOZA WILL 
FIND THEIR NEW 
INN NOW. 


| THOUGHT 
THAT...EVEN IF | 
COULDN'T HAVE SAVED 
HER, | COULD’VE AT 
LEAST BROUGHT HER 
SOME “MEDICINE”... 





$0, THAT TEMPLE 
IS THEIR NEW 
LOCATION! 


ENEMIES, 

We Have = 
AZUMI, THAT 
GUY AND THE 


ONLY TWO 
OTHERS 
THEYRE 
ALREADY 
DONE FoR! 
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